


A little more than 18 months ago, Allen Creek embarked upon a new journey. Feeling that we
had out grown our current facility and through massive amounts of prayer, we felt that God
was asking usto step out of our comfort zone and set sail with him as our captain; not know-
ing where the journey will end but trusting that He was in control and would take us where He
saw fit.

Challenges awaited us from the start because when All In was launched there was resistance
from afew and even those that were fully on board had doubts as to whether we could raise
the amount of funds needed to find us a new home. We thought that it would be great if we
could raise $100,000 just to get us a bigger warehouse, but afew of us were skeptical. So we
pressed ahead and when the pledges were tallied the total amount pledged exceeded $650,000.
We could not believe our eyes! And then, not a month later, aland gift was given catapulting
the plan ahead, past renting, al the way to the ability to build!

And then came the next round of challenges. While trying to design anew building and get
permits to build, the county decided to change the rules. They decided that the setbacks from
the creek that ran through the property needed to be increased, effectively cutting the usable

land in half. Now what are we to do? It seemed that God had led usto THIS spot only to have
the rules changed on us. But once again our fretting turned into submission to God and He
showed us that He was still the captain. Y ou see, when the property was first being talked
about as apossible gift it was zoned residential, but when Allen Creek became the owners the
county had changed the zoning to commercial. This meant the property had increased in value
and now the tribe wanted to buy it. So after much prayer the board and elders decided to sell
and netted over 1 million dollars!

Okay, so now what? We have more funds than we could have dreamed of, but still no place to
go. It seemed that a nice 40 acre piece came avail able and we were very close to buying it but
it did not pass the feasibility stage. Just when the building committee was getting totaly frus-
trated, a partially built warehouse just the right size came available, but there was akicker. In
order for this building to work, the adjoining piece of property needed to be purchased for
parking and it was not for sale. Once again we felt stymied, but God overcame that challenge
because when the owner was contacted, she was willing to sell.

And now, as of thiswriting, Allen Creek owns both the property and the building and has
even held our very first gathering there. At the gathering the building was divided into
stations where the children’s ministry could share their vision, the outreach ministry could
share their vision, the worship and pastoral team could share their vision, and we could all
enjoy communion together and marvel at our Captain who has brought us to this point.
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Our goal was $650,000 but your pledges exceeded that goal by $29,162 for a total of
$679,162. We are 17 months into our 36 month campaign and your contributions so far
are $243,154. To put that into perspective, in order to reach our pledged amount of
$679,162 we need to average $18,000 per month. At our current pace, we are averaging
$14,200 per month. At $14,200 a month, our total contributions at the end of 36 months
would be $511,200 giving us a shortfall of $168,000.

All In Building Committee
Judy Emge crystaldoor@juno.com
Chuck Henrichsen cehenrichsen@comcast.net
Peter Tang ptang@clinitech.net
Tom Jarnagin tomjarnagin@yahoo.com
Dan Erickson artisan@snohomish.net
Will Campbell willkarel@verizon.net
Sue Harvey grandmasuelO0@hotmail.com
Dave Epperson tenikobj@comcast.net
Shane Summer shane@ac3.org
Tod Corser TLCorser@yahoo.com
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But challenges remain. Right now we are dealing with the City of Marysville
with different interpretations of codes; some serious, some not. Isit possible
that God may have some place else for usto go? Yes. Isit possible that thisis
to be our home and He will overcome these challenges? Y es. Right now we are
experiencing alull in All In giving. Can God overcome that too? Y es. But, are
we afraid? No. When we look back over the last 18 months we see our Captain
fully in control and when we lose sight of that fact it is then that we become
afraid and anxious. But we keep our eyes fully fixed on Him we are not afraid.

Allen Creek, now isthe time to re-double our efforts. We must re-double our
prayer time, our giving, and our service. Please pray for the engineering team
asthey try to come to an agreement with the city about different code interpre-
tations and that the city will be open to hearing these arguments. We knew
when we started this journey that this was going to be a tough three years and
the last 18 months have proved it. The enemy has thrown most everything he
has at us, but with God on our side how can the enemy win? He can only win
if we sit passively by and forget who isin charge and think that the effort be-
longs to everyone else but not us.

The Elders, Board, and Staff are al praying for you. They are praying for
strength in your daily walk and strength in your spiritual walk. They want to
thank you for your service, the money that you have given sacrificially, and all
the prayer that you have lifted up. They want you to know that they are fully
aware of the struggles that you are dealing with and the sacrifices that you
have made for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. They know this be-
cause your leadership group is experiencing the same struggles and the same
sacrifice. So together we will press onward encouraging each other daily, to-
gether we will set our eyes on the Father, and together we will go wherever He
hasin store for us.

If you have any questions about the building project, feel free to contact Tod
Corser or David Epperson.
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