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On Friday evening,
December 3 at 7 PM,
join us as we enjoy a
delightful children’s
presentation of The Tree
Left Behind as well as
participate in family
friendly activities for
those of all ages!
Activities include: a
children’s play,
Christmas craft and food
making stations, carolers
and even an opportunity
to have your picture
taken with the Grinch! If
you are looking for some
good old fashioned
family and Christmas
fun, this will be the family
event of the season and
a great way to start your
holiday season.
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Are you asking, “What's a small group? What ARE Those little
placards on the SMALL GROUP Pillar in the lobby anyway? What are with
these Quest Groups | hear about?

Let me ask YOU a couple of questions: Do you wish to belong? Are
you nervous about meeting other people? Is it difficult? Are you
uncomfortable with “meetings” and “studies”? Do you simply long to find a
place where you can truly be yourself...where you can know others and BE
known? Do you want a place where perhaps you can celebrate life’s
victories, mourn the losses and really grow?

Some small groups are formed around a specific activity or subject,
like studying the Bible, or drug and alcohol recovery. Some are formed
around a particular “kind” of people, like women’s groups, certain age
groups, etc. Others are defined by an area of interest like the “band” group
or the “prayer” group.

But regardless of the things that make these groups different, the most
IMPORATANT thing about small groups is what they all have in common:
They’re the answer to those questions above.

If you're looking for “more” out of church, you will only find it in the
presence of other people you trust and love. The Bible teaches that “church”
is not the building, or the services we enjoy on Saturday nights and Sunday
mornings. It's not even the organization we often call “church”. Church
means “the called out ones”. “Church” is a group of people...a series of
relationships.

Allen Creek Community Church offers you the opportunity to
experience “church” through small groups. The groups themselves are just
a “box”...just a container for the real “Church”: the relationships you will
form, the bonds that will be forged, the transformation that will occur.

If you don’t see an existing group on the Lobby Pillar’'s that meets
your need, guess what? There are informal groups that meet ALL OVER the
place! Ask someone you know and trust who seems to be plugged in
around AC3, “Where do YOU experience church? Where’'s YOUR group?”
I'll bet dollars to doughnuts they will cheerfully and excitedly show you.
There are also short-term classes and events happening all the time, where
you can begin to forge those “church” relationships in an even more
informal and personal way. Take a risk! Check ‘em out!

Another thing to remember: Starting a new group is not hard! There
are folks here at AC3 whose job is to help just about anyone get a group
going. If you feel pulled to get something new started, you can contact Dan
Hazen at danh@ac3.org or call him at (360) 659-SEEK.

Looking for more from “Church™? Think small.
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AC3 MISSION! This is a ¥z day, informational get-together
that lays out in detail the mission, vision, values and
purposes behind Allen Creek Community Church. If you
want to know more about why we do what we do, or you
want to become a member of AC3 — you need to come to
AC3 MISSION! It takes place Saturday, December 11" at
8:30 AM in Ed Room 1. Sign-up sheet available in the lobby.

M
on

COMING THIS WINTER APPLICATIONS The Class!:
“learning how to live the life of a Christ Follower” will be
beginning soon. If you, or someone you know feels like most
of their big questions are answered, but they just need to learn
how to put shoe leather on this church-thing, then
APPLICATIONS is for you! This group will spend each week

digging into the Bible,

talking about and learning how to have a vital and

growing relationship with God

learning about how to get engaged in the mission of the

church,

Discovering real, lasting life purpose

Building a rich, authentic network of relationships.
Watch the service programs, www.ac3.org, and the Lobby
display for date and time
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Saturday, December 18 at 6:00 pmof’ Sunday, December 19 at 10:30 am



A Note from Rick:

Have you ever watched the sweetest, oldest saints? | think what makes them so wonderful is their
ability to remember... to not forget. My grandfather on my dad’s side is still alive, and probably the
most beautiful reflection of the winsome spirit of Christ that I've seen in another human. A gentle,
peaceful, merciful, generous man whom | love.

| got to talk to him last year, and at 92 he wondered aloud if his life had made a difference. As | was
assuring him that he was a big reason | became a Christian, he started to recount the days in the
1920’s when he was a teenager and a heavy drinker. | know he also slept with my grandmother
before they got married.... had a kid, kid died, and | can’t imagine the shame in a conservative
Mennonite community, the rejection, the guilt.

He started to cry as he said in his German accent:
but all my shame is washed away... oh, Rick, the great mercy of our God! That he would have
grace for even me...

Now this was almost 80 years ago, 80 years of devotion to Jesus Christ, 80 years of good works, 80
years of “maturity”... but somehow with the passage of time, the memory of grace has not diminished
but grown. It's ancient history, his drinking days, his days of shame... long gone... yet why is it so
vivid for him, like it happened yesterday?

Because he remembers God'’s grace... He is still all about, the simple Gospel — God loves sinners. In
his mind, he is still that rebel, still that reckless boy, and this memory, colliding simultaneously with
the all powerful grace of God, brings him to tears every time. | thought to myself, maybe this is what
maturity looks like... to never forget grace.

We have churches in our day that are so deathly afraid of opening their doors to make things safe for
outsiders.

- no, what if we water down doctrine for them!

- no, what if we start only talking to them, we have to feed believers too

But maybe you don’t grow strong followers of Christ unless you live in constant contact with the
simple gospel and the people who need it most? Actually that is exactly what the bible teaches:
- Philemon 1:6, | pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full
understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.

| would listen more to those who have reservations about churches being radical centers of grace if
their churches actually grew these so called super-believers. It would make some sense if those
churches didn’t have the exact same rate of divorce and abortion and conflict in leadership and
infidelity as other churches. But they do — they have just become experts at cleaning the outside of
the cup (Matt 23:25). | stopped being intimidated by their holier-than-thou bravado a long time ago.

Because maybe, by trying to live out radical grace, we have stumbled upon a Kingdom secret: we
don’t grow to full devotion, unless we create of culture of permission for everyone to be real and then
get healed. It does little good to just be real... to just expose all our hurts and wounds and sins. It
leads to little more than a pity party. It also does little good to just talk about healing, about how
neatly packaged and spotless we can be or should be. We have to be both... a place to get real and
get healed by the grace and power of God.

At the intersection of those two things, you have a mature church. An absence of the gritty “reality”
would mean a critical piece of maturity would be missing. Jesus called it: “purity of heart” — literally
transparency of the soul. Only in living fully confessing lives (like my grandfather does) will we be
healed. So next time you wonder about the “immaturity” of AC3, remember that you are also
witnessing the maturity of AC3 at the same time!
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The Best Hour in Every Family's Week!
Links Galore!

Kreek Kids is off to a great start this fall and we@e excited about where we@e heading and we
hope you will be too! We encourage you to surf on over to the following links! These links are a
fun way to preview upcoming events and activities this year as well as share our primary
objectives this next year in children’s ministry.

Why we are excited about Kids Ministry! - Our Vision...
http://www.ac3.org/kk_inside_track/besthour.htm

Current Newsletter: http://www.ac3.org/KKY_News/k_current.htm

Upcoming Kreek Kids events 2004/05 - What to be looking for:
http://www.ac3.org/kk_inside_track/events.htm

Kreek Kids Calendar:

http://mwww.ac3.org/kk_inside_track/calendar.htm

Happy surfing the Inside Track! Twila and Kreek Kids Staff youth@ac3.org

Special thanks to: Bob & Heidi
Lovins, Craig Mount, Ron
LaMascus, Jan Hayes, Dan
Hazen, Tracy and Brandon
Crain!

In-Home Children’s Christmas Parties —

This year we are trying something new; In-home Christmas parties for our
4 year olds - 4th graders and their friends! If you would like to host an in-home
Christmas party on a day of your choice in December, please let us know! All
party supplies for your home party will be provided including craft, activities and
simple party foods. (Suggested party size is approx.10 children) Consider
hosting a Christmas party as a gift to your community!

A larger party for party hosts and their children will be held with complete
training and a ‘Happy Birthday Party for Jesus’ on Dec. 4th at AC3. Contact
Jenny Arlt at jarlt35@aol.com or 425-397-6653 to register and participate




A New Team Member

Hi, | am Rachel Post. Some of
you may already know me; some of
you may know me as Rachel, others
as Rick, some have no idea who |
am at all. | would like to say that | am
privileged to be the new intern at
Allen Creek this year. | am excited to
be working with the youth at AC3
and volunteering at Marysville-
Pilchuck High School.

For the last two years | have been
attending AC3 through the initial
invitation of one Elizabeth Jackson,
with whom I'm sure many are
familiar. The fact that | stayed is a
testament to the awesome
community—in front of which | was
baptized-- at AC3, which is one of
the big reasons | am working with
youth today: | have a passion to help
create safe community for youth to
be known and A.S.K. (ask, seek,
knock).

Originally, my home is Lopez
Island, WA. | lived there most of my
life with my parents, Dan and Linda
Post, and my three brothers, Jimmie,
Eddie, and Daniel. While living at
home, as a little girl, the Lord drew
me and | accepted Him as my Lord.

I moved to this area because | am a
student at Northwest University in
Kirkland. | will be graduating this
spring with a BA in English, a
concentration in teaching English as
a second language, and a Youth
Ministry minor.

As shown in my educational
career, | love reading and working
with kids; in addition, you may see
my happy dance when I'm playing
volleyball, gillnetting, swimming,
tickling those ivories, eating
Hawaiian pizza, or telling a painfully
lousy joke. | am truly honored and
stoked to be a part of a ministry team
that | believe has a genuine passion
to reach the lost and disciple the
found.

It's Mud Football time again! Friday, November
26"™ kick-off at 1:00pm at the MPHS practice fields.
Participants 9th grade and up only, please. Spectators of
all ages welcome. NO Cleats please!! Hot Chocolate,
water, and snacks provided. Also remember we still have
flag football at Marshall Elementary for anyone 16 years
and older. Check out the sports column for more
information or contact Gabe Getty at 425-754-0002.

Game Night... the third Friday of every month there
will be a game night at the church. Join us to play table
games, group games and have a lot of fun. Snacks and
door prizes, along with babysitting are provided each
night. Watch the bulletin and column for more
information. Upcoming games nights are November 19
and December 17.

AC3 night at the Silvertips game. Sunday,
November 28th at 5:05 pm. To reserve your tickets call
Debbie Holland at 360.653.4256.

ACT:

A safe place for youth to seek out and grow in truth!
Allen Creek Teens (A.C.T.) ministry seeks teens out

to connect them with Biblical teaching and other seeking

teens, in order that they have a knowledgeable base to

explore decisions, develop real relationships, help in the

community, and cultivate a growing intimacy with God.

Phase I: In the next three months A.C.T. (grades 6-
12) will be meeting every Tuesday night, 7pm at AC3.
Concentrations for this mixed age group will be...
Community building: games, skits,

discussion

Down-to-earth teaching: digging into Jesus’
Parables

Service: church cleaning, random acts of
kindness

Phase II: In January 2005, it is our goal to move
from the big Tuesday night gathering of both Junior and
Senior High combined, to solidifying individual and
separate meetings for both groups, catering to the varying
needs of each age group.

As our teens A.S.K. (ask, seek, knock) in the
remainder of this year, please keep them and our ministry
team in prayer, that we all might be the change we want to
see through the power of Jesus.



