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Allen Creek has a tradition called the Pause for the Cause, where we 
suspend our weekend services during the month of August.  This originally 
started as a way to rest our weekend volunteers, who endure an uniquely 
challenging schedule with AC3’s two types of services and children’s programs 
with their high degree of creativity and excellence. 

Over the 7 years since starting this unusual tradition, we’ve come to see 
the benefits to the whole organization beyond avoiding burnout.  August at AC3 
has now become a chance to remember that it was our God who instituted 
concepts like letting the ground rest every 7 years, God who initiated the year of 
Jubilee, and it was God who wove the Sabbath (Rest) concept into the very 
fabric of creation and the moral law! 

However, we asked for feedback last year, and a lot of you said the month is 
too long without some opportunity for corporate worship.  In response, we’re 
going to try some things to scratch that itch, while still valuing the Pause 
concept.  Here’s the schedule*: 

- August 1 (Pause – no services) 
- August 8 (Prayer Path Communion @ 8:45am) 
- August 15 (Outdoor worship at Jennings Park, followed by picnic) 
- August 20-22 (Visioncast:  AC3 Leadership Retreat) 
- August 29 (Post Modern Worship @ 8:45am) 
If you have felt the need for something in August, I encourage you to take 

advantage.  If you’d like to help coordinate or serve (since our regular service 
volunteers may be Pausing) we would love the help (Contact the church office.) 

Finally, let me address the issue of pause giving .  Let me offer some gentle 
reminders: 

- First, remember this is not a time when the church is “temporarily 
dead” and therefore doesn’t need support.  When something rests it is 
very much alive and still needs sustenance.  The Pause ENHANCES 
our Cause – if we approach it right. 

- Second, the staff will still be working.  The elders have directed them 
do some personal renewal during this month.  Also, some will take 
vacation time; others will be building for the fall season.  So 
understand they’ll still be working hard and Jesus said, “…the worker 
deserves his wages.” (Luke 10:7) 

If you have feedback about the Pause, come tell me or another elder, we’d 
love to hear from you.  And we’d love for AC3 to experience true renewal during 
this Pause so that we can be as healthy as possible – because healthy things 
grow! 

 
 
* See advertisements explaining each in this newsletter. 

A little boy opened 
the big and old 
family Bible.  He 
looked at the pages 
as he turned them 
with awe and 
fascination as if it 
was the original 
Bible.  Then 
something fell out of 
the Bible and the boy 
picked it up and 
examined it closely.  
It was an old leaf 
from a tree that had 
been pressed in 
between pages. 
“Momma, look what I 
found!” the boy 
called out.  “What 
have you got there 
dear?” his mother 
asked.  With 
astonishment in his 
voice, he answered: 
“It’s Adam’s suit!!” 
~Kids say the 
darnest thing. 
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ConGRADulations!  
 
We are proud to announce that several high 
school students attending AC3 will be 
graduating this year. These students will be 
honored through a brief presentation on 
Sunday, July 25th during the 8:45 AM service.  
If you know of a senior high student or college 
student that would like to be part of this 
presentation,  please contact Twila at 360-659-
7335 or youth@ac3.org.  

It was an All Star Celebration! 
Each year, Kreek Kids ministry does it’s best to recognize AC3 children for their 

accomplishments and participation. They also like to show their appreciation to their children and 
youth volunteers who use their time and talents throughout the year.  One way they do this is by 
holding an annual event called ‘An All Star Dessert and Celebration’. This event is programmed 
and designed as a family friendly event and was held on June 11th.  Many awards were given and 
a fun time was had by all! 

Special guests and entertainment at the event included: Nancy Whew, Leonardo Da Itchy, 
Simeon RePeter and Susie Super Cool.   For more information about our children and youth 
programs, contact Twila 360-659-7335 or by email youth@ac3.org. 
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Do You Like to Landscape?  
Kreek Kids is looking for those who would be interested in creating an outdoor play area for our children.  Access to a 
backhoe and other landscaping tools would be helpful. Contact Twila at 360-659-7335 or email at youth@ac3.org.��
 

Kreek Kids...A S.A.F.E. Place for AC3 Families and Their Friends  
We believe God is calling us to build a team of teachers, helpers and parents that understand the importance of 
making Kreek Kids a safe place for AC3 families and their friends. 
Children's ministry is always changing and this year is no exception. We are looking for those who will pray about 
being part of our ministry team this next fall. You never know...you just may have some God-given gifts and talents 
that could be used in children's ministry!  
Ministry openings and descriptions flyers are located in the Kreek Kids Check-In area or you can contact Twila at 360-
659-7335 or youth@ac3.org. 
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Summer Saturday Nights. 
Informal weekly get together in Lake Stevens home with some sharing, 

singing and praying. 
Saturday nights at 6:30 PM.  All are welcome.   

Call for directions.  Contact: James & Celia Brooke (425) 334-5165.  
Email:  James_Brooke@asd.wednet.edu 

 

 
July 4 th service schedule reminder! NO 8:45 AM 
service on Independence Day. Please start your 

holiday with us at 10:30 AM. We will be 
presenting America at the Improv.  
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Outdoor Worship/Picnic 
 
Thing Led Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

 

Sunday, August 8 th  
 Communion &  

 
�
Our Prayer Path Team has put together a very 

special communion experience for us. 
 
Most simply put, the Prayer Path is a 
contemplative Prayer experience.  Together with 
a communion service, it should prove to be 
something you won't soon forget. 
 
Because this is something you won't want to 
miss, please be here at 8:45 am to enjoy the 

entire 75-minute, one-on-one experience with 
God.  The whole experience is the best 

experience. 
�

���� Been to Prayer Path before?  You'll see 
some familiar elements… and some new 

ones as well. 
  Never been to Prayer Path?  You may be 

tempted to try it! 
 Be as interactive as you want – sit, stand, 

sing, listen, feel…�
 

What about the kids? 

Prayer Path is appropriate for children 
ages 10 years and older.  There will be no 

children’s program available.  Please 
arrange for childcare for children 

 under 10. 

 
All Church Leader Retreat at  

Camp Brotherhood near Arlington.   
August 20-22, 2004 
 Special Guests 

 Alick Lee Warner, local pastor and 
counselor and Blair Bates, worship leader.   

Registrations and info available  
at church office. (360) 659-SEEK 

���������	
��
����������	
��
����������	
��
����������	
��
� �
��

�
��������

����������
������	���		���	������

���������
��  

�������������������������������������
	
����
�
���

�
���������
��
��
 ��
������������������

 
��!"�
����
#
�������$���  

 

 





&�� ����
��
#���$���
����'��������
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

������������������������ %���������'�#�
�#
���$�(
�� 
���
��!��)*����*
��
+��,�#��-������
�

� ����   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God came up with the idea of multiplication. If you give him your time, he multiplies it. If you 
give him your money, he multiplies it. If you give him your talent, he multiplies it. If you give him your 
energy, guess what? He multiplies it.          
 It's the same principle as planting seeds. 2 Corinthians 9:10 (GW) says, “God gives seed to 
the farmer ... God will also give you seed and multiply it. In your lives he will increase the things you 
do that have his approval.” Think about that: God will increase the things you do that have his 
approval. Farmers know that seed must be given away for it to increase. If you keep seed in a 
sack, it doesn’t do any good. But when you plant it, it multiplies. When you plant one corn seed, do 
you just get one corn seed back? No, you get a stalk with hundreds of corn kernels. When you plant 
one watermelon seed, do you only get one seed back? No, you get a bunch of watermelons with 
hundreds of seeds in them. God multiplies whatever little bit you give him.     
 "Remember that the person who plants few seeds will have a small crop. But the one who 
plants many seeds will have a large crop. God loves the person who gives cheerfully." That’s 
because God gives cheerfully and he wants us to be like him .      
 The story of Saddleback Church cannot be told without telling of the thousands of people who 
sacrificed financially to make this church possible. Our 120-acre campus with all its buildings didn’t 
just happen. Somebody sacrificed for them. People chose to give their money instead of buying 
things for themselves – just to make it happen.   

 

 Co-ed Softball continues to play on Sunday afternoon and evenings.   
Come out to Marysville Pilchuck High School to cheer on our teams.  Game  
schedules for each Sunday are posted on the sports column in the lobby. 
 

Tennis Anyone??  Tennis will begin on Thursday evenings from 6-8 pm at MPHS 
tennis courts.  All adults are welcome to come play.  Play will be determined 
randomly each night.  Contact Amanda and Nathan Crain for more information. 
 

 Relay for Life Events... If you have been affected by cancer in any way you know the 
horrors of this disease.  AC3 Sports is an active participant in the American Cancer Society Relay 
for Life. The relay is being held at Marysville Pilchuck High School from Friday, July 23 at 6:00 until 
Saturday, July 24 at noon.   
 
 Galactic Bowling for the whole family... Saturday, July 10 from 5-7pm at Tyee Lanes 
in North Everett.  This event will cost $10 per person for 2 hours of bowling and shoe rental. 
Tyee will donate back 1/2 of the proceeds from ticket sales to the American Cancer Society.  This 
year's donation will be made in the name of a friend of Michelle's from school who is  
recently diagnosed with terminal cancer.  To reserve your tickets talk to Michelle Bibich or  
Debbie Holland. 
 
 Volleyball... Watch the sports column for volleyball to start in mid- to late July.��
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In twenty-four years we have had three major, sacrificial giving campaigns. The first one was 
from 1987 to 1990. We called it "Possess Our Land." The goal of that campaign was to raise the 
money to buy the land.            
 Over a three-year period, people gave three million dollars above and beyond their regular 
tithes and offerings to buy the land. That's an average of $6,700 per family.   
 Then in 1995 – 1997 we had the second campaign, called "Time To Build." The purpose of 
that three-year sacrificial campaign was to build our building.      
 Over that second three-year period, people gave twelve million dollars toward this campaign. 
Again, this was over and above their regular offerings and tithes. That averaged out to be $14,000 for 
each core family.  

From 1997 to 2004 we had a third sacrificial giving campaign called "Building For Life." That 
campaign funded major projects, such as building a ministry center, putting up a youth tent, putting in 
a parking lot, and buying 40 acres next to our property. Over twenty million dollars was given by our 
people above and beyond their normal tithes and offerings. 

One of the great lessons that Kay and I have learne d over our years of ministry is that 
you cannot out-give God.  Whatever you give him, he takes and multiplies. This was a lesson we 
learned on a personal level. Three different times in our marriage God told us to give away our entire 
savings. Each time we obeyed, God would replenish it in greater ways than ever before.  
 I’ll never forget during the "Time To Build" campaign when Kay and I prayed about what our 
sacrificial amount should be. God told us to give an amount equal to one year's salary. I said, "How 
are we going to do that, God? How will we live an entire year without a salary?"    
 But God said to do it, so we did it. About a month later, a publisher called up and said, "We'd 
like you to write a book." That book became The Purpose-Driven Church. They said, "We know it's 
going to be a best seller so we're going to give you an advance of $100,000." Yeah, God!  
 In December 1987, we had to close the deal on the land for Saddleback. Our people had given 
over a million dollars, but we were still short on that last day. I thought, "God, we're so close and our 
people have sacrificed beyond measure. This is the last day before we lose the property. You're not 
going to let us get this close and let us fall. What are you going to do?" 

 Before that day was out we received a letter from a man who'd only visited Saddleback one 
time. He didn't even live in Orange County. His note said, "I believe in the vision of Saddleback 
Church." And in that letter was a check for a quarter million dollars. We were able to close the deal 
and get the land.    

God's timing is perfect.  That was the last business day of 1987. The first business day of 
1988 that man – who was a banker – went to the bank and his trustees called a special meeting. 
They didn't know he'd just given us a quarter million dollars. They called him in and said, "We've had 
a record year with banner profits. We're going to give you a one-time bonus." And ten days after he'd 
given this church a quarter million dollars, they gave him a one-time bonus of $750,000.  

He called me on the phone. "Rick, you cannot out-give God! I keep trying, but it doesn't work." 
When I told this story to the Saddleback congregation, I said, "Don't you wish you'd given a quarter 
million dollars?" 

The Bible promises, "You won’t regret it. No one who has sacrificed his home, spouse, 
brothers, sisters, parents, children – whatever – will lose out. It'll all come back, multiplied many times 
over in your lifetime and then the bonus of eternal life." (Luke 18:29-30, Msg) 

That's a promise of Jesus Christ directly from his lips. "So always give yourself fully to the work 
of the Lord because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (1 Cor. 15:58, NIV) 

 


